
Mike Gibson 
AGC’s Build Up Kansas 

Chamber of Commerce of Construction
Over 300 Construction firms & their 
19,000 employees



Build Up Kansas                 
Skilled Workforce Initiative



BUILDING UP TOMORROW’S 
WORKFORCE, TODAY

• Changing the Narrative – Skilled 
Trades – Viable Career

• H.S. – CTE/Vocational Trades 
Programs -Provide life long skills

• Combat Out Migration                 
(Keeping future workforce- Kansas) 

• Building up pipeline of future skilled 
workforce



Industry Workforce
58,000 new entry level 
construction workers -

(next 5 years)

Retirement of the Baby 
Boomers

Leading State for 
outmigration of 

population (Younger)

40 year decline of 
vocational trades –

College Focus
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Largest Sponsor for Kansas Education - NCCER’s 
Construction Trades Training Programs 



NATIONAL CENTER FOR 
CONSTRUCTION EDUCATION 
RESEARCH (NCCER)

NCCER Craft Training Curriculum
• Designed by the Construction 

Industry for Industry & HS – CC/Vo 
Tech.

• Curriculum for over 75 Construction 
Trade Categories:
Carpentry – Welding  – Drywall 
Electrical – Sheet Metal – HVAC        
Heavy Equipment Operator 
Plumbing  – Concrete/Masonry



NATIONAL CENTER FOR 
CONSTRUCTION EDUCATION 
RESEARCH (NCCER)
NCCER Materials Provide:
• Educators  - Standardized 

• Curriculum, 
• Lesson Plans 
• Assessments

• Students - Earn nationally 
recognized NCCER credentials



Audi of Wichita—Wichita, KS








Entry Level Position





STATE FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS

• Enhance and/or Start New 
CTE/Vocational Program         

AND

• Implement NCCER Curriculum

• Paid NCCER Instructor Training

• Paid Textbooks (Carpentry, Welding, HVAC, 
Concrete, Sheetmetal, Plumbing etc.)

• Paid Student Online Subscriptions & Assessments

• Implementation Support & Sponsorships



FUNDING FOR CREDENTIALING
Paid Student Assessments & Credentialing 

• Approved Post Secondary Success & 
Effectiveness Credentials

• Recognized by the Dept of 
Education and the Kansas Board of 
Regents as the #1 credentialled 
construction training materials in 
the State of Kansas.  

• NCCER qualifies for SB 155 state 
funding to support your vocational 
arts program.



FUNDING PROGRESS      
NCCER IMPLEMENTATION 

CAMPAIGN
• 75%  Response from Kansas USD’s

• Established new partnerships with 
High Schools 

• Providing Funded Support for 
NCCER Materials

• Monthly CTE Instructor Training

• “Train the Trainer”



INDUSTRY SUPPORT



INDUSTRY SUPPORT





Building Up Tomorrow’s Workforce, Today

BuildUpKS.com



Current Successes

78 High-schools – Signed MOU’s
89 High-School Instructors Certified

2,730 students enrolled in NCCER courses 
24,570 NCCER Credentials 

Build Up Kansas Staffers Hired

Brad Starnes (School Superintendent: Riley County & Wabaunsee, retired 6/22)
Humberto Jimenez (Industry HR Professional)

Cloys Bayless (NCCER Specialist) 
Michael Wallace (NCCER Specialist)



Manhattan High School 

  
We are proud to support USD 383 Manhattan High School with NCCER Skilled Trades Textbooks & Credentialing. 
@State Rep @senator, @USD  Superintendent, @Principal & @CTE Instructor helping Build Up Tomorrow’s 
Workforce, Today!  

High School: Manhattan-Ogden 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/383Indians/ 
Twitter: @MHSusd383 

State Rep: Sydney Carlin 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SydneyCarlin/ 
Twitter: @RepSydneyCarlin 
State Rep: Michael Dodson 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MikeDodsonforKansa  
Twitter:  
Senator: Tom Hawk 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SenatorTomHawk/ 
Twitter:  

USD Super: Marvin Wade 
Facebook:  
Twitter: @usd383 

Principal: Michael Dorst 
Facebook:  
Twitter: @michaeldmhs383 

Instructor: Daniel Grater 
Facebook:  
Twitter: @MHS_CTE_383 

Other:  
Facebook:  
Twitter:  

 



Wamego High School 

 
We are proud to support USD 320 Wamego High School with NCCER Skilled Trades Textbooks & 
Credentialing.  @StateRep @senator, @USD  Superintendent, @Principal & @CTE Instructor helping Build Up 
Tomorrow’s Workforce, Today!  

High School: Wamego 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/usd320 
Twitter: 

State Rep: Ron Highland 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/people/Represe
Ron-Highland/100057844818933/ 
Twitter:  
  
Senator: Kristen O'Shea 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OSheaforKansas 
Twitter: @OSheaforKansas 

USD Super: Rob McKim  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/usd320 
Twitter: @rob_mckim 

Principal: Julie Schrum 
Facebook:  
Twitter:  

Instructor: Dan Denlinger 
Facebook:  
Twitter: 

Other:  
Facebook:  
Twitter:  

 



Little River High School 

 
We are proud to support USD 444 Little River High School with NCCER Skilled Trades Textbooks & 
Credentialing.  @State Rep @Senator, @USD Superintendent, @Principal & @CTE Instructor helping Build Up 
Tomorrow’s Workforce, Today!  

High School: Little River High School 
Facebook:  
Twitter: @USD444 

State Rep: Steven Johnson 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/StevenJohnsonK  
Twitter: @StevenJohnsonKS 
  
Senator: Rick Wilborn 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wilbornforsenat  
Twitter: @Rick_Wilborn 

USD Super: BRENT GARRISON 
Facebook: 
Twitter: @brent_bgarrison 

Principal: Randy Hendrickson 
Facebook:  
Twitter:  

Instructor: Don Zimmerman 
Facebook:  
Twitter: 

Other:  
Facebook:  
Twitter:  

  
 



Questions & Comments ???
Thank you

For Your Leadership for Kansas’ Workforce Development 

• Keeping our Younger Generation In Kansas
• Energizing the Pipeline of Skilled Workers
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