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Kansas State Board of Education
Response to Critical Race Theory Claims

The subject of critical race theory is currently dominating media headlines and daily
conversations for many. Just as we teach our Kansas students to be judicious
consumers of information, we encourage all Kansans to educate themselves on
what critical race theory (CRT) is and what it isn't.

Critical race theory is an advanced and complex concept with roots extending to
the 1970s and the examination of how laws and systems promote inequality. CRT is
not new. It has existed with little fanfare for more than 40 years.

Unfortunately, there are some who are conflating CRT with educational equity.
These concepts and practices are not interchangeable. Educational equity refers to
federal and state policies and requirements for measuring achievement, fairness
and opportunity in education.

Critical race theory is not a part of Kansas' academic standards and has never been
a part of Kansas' academic standards. We encourage everyone to review these
standards.

This is not the time to pull focus away from the critical task at hand of addressing
the immediate needs of our students created by the COVID-19 pandemic, Now
more than ever, our students and educators need the public's focused support as
they work to address unfinished learning and rebuild lost social-emoticnal
connections.

As the Kansas State Board of Education, we fully support and affirm that our schools
are a place of trusted learning. We are confident in the work of Kansas schools, local
boards of education and communities to deliver the very best education for each
student to be a successful citizen.

Jim Porter, Chair Janet Waugh, Vice chair

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.
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KANSAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Kansas Dyslexia Recommendations

Recommendations

Pre-Service

Educator Preparation Program Standards shall
be modified to integrate the International
Dyslexia Association’s Knowledge and Practice
Standards for Teachers of Reading, so to provide
specificity (clarity) of the essential elements of
literacy instruction. Standards changes by
August 2021 and full implementation by August
2023.

Candidates for K-6 teaching licenses, English
Language Arts endorsements, reading specialist
teaching licenses, and special education teaching
licenses to pass an examination of their
knowledge of the science of reading. August
2021.

Professional Learning

School systems shall provide evidence based
and consistent professional learning
opportunities consisting of training regarding the
nature of dyslexia, an introduction to procedures
to identify students who are struggling in
reading, and an introduction to intervention
strategies and procedures. Professional learning
should consist of the following: (By August 2020)

e Overview of science and how science works
to solve problems and create solutions
including the scientific method.

« Information concerning the meaning of
terms research based and science based and
how to identify programs that are science
based.

e  Definition of dyslexia.

KANSAS

STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

o Characteristics of dyslexia

e Potential outcomes if students are not taught
explicitly to become competent readers,
including results of additional socio-
emotional difficulties.

e Information regarding writing systems,
including differences in transparent and
opaque writing systems.

¢ Information concerning how the English
writing systems contributes to reading
failure.

s  Dyslexia identification procedures

s Dyslexia intervention strategies and how to
implement them.

Dyslexia progress monitoring and progress
monitoring systems

Colleges of education in Kansas are encouraged
to develop a course of study with a specialization
in dyslexia and struggling readers. This course
should be geared toward a Science of Reading
endorsement, and align with the IDA Knowledge
and Practice Standards. It should inciude
practica experiences with apprepriate
supervision and leadership development skills
such that the person who graduates with this
endorsement can train other classroom
teachers and reading specialists within their
school district. Course work development by july
2020.

Screening and Evaluation

Every accredited school district to screen and
identify students at risk of dyslexia or
demonstrating characteristics of dyslexia in
accordance with universal screening evidenced-
based practices. Universal screening evidence-
based practices include:

=  Beginning of the year testing

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.




s All students are screened
e Measures are scientifically reliable, efficient,
and valid for risk of reading difficulties.

®  Once riskis identified and immediate and
effective interventions begins to ensure
adequate progress continues.

Board approval of screeners scheduled for
January 2020.

School systems shall implement the Kansas
Education Accreditation (KESA) model to reqguire
districts to implement a rigorous tiered system
of supports (as defined in the Foundational
Structures of KESA) subject to external review.
Timeline August 2021 - Foundational structures
are below

o All students are involved.

e  System and school-wide behavior
expectations and response/discipline policy.

e Data-based dedision-making framework.

»  FEvidence-based screeners for reading, math,
behavior.

e Evidence-based curriculum for reading, math,
behavior.

o  Research-based interventions tiers 2 and 3.

e Fluid intervention groups.

»  Buildings have master schedule providing for
assessment, core, intervention, and
collaborative tearn time.

o Family engagement is an inherent part of the
tiered system of supparts process.

e  System-wide assessment plan.

»  Regular evaluation of tiered system of
supports.

=  Ongoing review/revision of system policies to
support framework.

KSBE shall develop and provide to school
districts criteria for vetting and approving tools
for screening and assessing students for
characteristics of dyslexia. By January 2020.

For more information, contact:

Cindy Hadicke s

Elementary Education Program Consultant ’

@

Kansans
CAN

Career, Standards, and Assessment
(785) 296-2749
chadicke@ksde.org

Evidence-Based Reading Practices

Each accredited school district to utilize
structured literacy as the explicit and evidence-
based approach to teaching literacy skills to all
students and promote early intervention for
students with characteristics of dyslexia. KSDE
should create a checklist to guide selection and
implementation of structured literacy practices
for accreditation purposes. KSDE should ensure
school districts are made aware of information
concerning structured literacy training and
information currently available from TASN.
Timeline August 2020/Full Implementation by all
schools August 2021.

KSBE should direct the creation of a dyslexia
handbook for use by schools in Kansas. The
creation of the handbook should involve input
from a broad array of stakeholders. Timeline
August 2020.

KSBE should identify a dyslexia coordinator
within the Kansas State Department of
Education. Timeline July 2020.

Dyslexia Definition -

Dyslexia is "a specific learning disability that is
neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by
difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word
recognition and by poor spelling and decoding
abilities. These difficulties typically result from a
deficit in the phonological component of
language that is often unexpected in relation to
other cognitive abilities and the provision of
effective classroom instruction. Secondary
consequences may include problems in reading
comprehension and reduced reading experience
that can impede growth of vocabuiary and
background knowledge.” (International Dyslexia
Association, 2002)
Updated December 2019
Kansas State Department of Education

900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212

(785) 296-3201

wwwi.ksde.org
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KANSAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FACT SHEET

Kansas Social-Emotional

Character Development

A FOUNDATIONAL COMPONENT TO SUCCESS IN EDUCATION
AND LIFE

Social-Emotional and Character Development (SECD) skills encompass intrapersonal and interpersonal
abilities, such as self-awareness, social awareness, problem solving and decision making. These are skills
that can be taught, and they are foundational to student success in school and life. It is impoertant for
schools to measure the social and emotional development of students - just as academic development
is measured. These measures can inform instructional practice, moving social and emotional learning
from a singular endeavor to an integrated part of daily instruction.

State Board of Education
Outcome Supporting Social_ General Community Survey Results
Emotional Learning 70¢ -

nonacademic
i
\2% credentials
(certificates, degrees)

General
Community

The Kansas State Board of Education (KSBE) has
recognized the importance of SECD by making it
one the five board outcomes, which include:

@ Social-emotional growth measured locally
@ Kindergarten readiness 2% employed
e Individual Plan of Study (IPS)
e High school graduation rate

Business Community Survey Results

@ Postsecondary attendance/completion 81%
e o nonacadermic 1 % —
® Civic Engagement skills | imenond i

1% credentials

SECD outcomes are essential elements in Business  §l i, daie)
producing successful high school graduates, and Community fw%:nm

alignment with community and business
expectations for student success.

K ANSASA\( - Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.

STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION November 22, 2021



KANSAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FACT SHEET

KANSAS SOCIAL-EMOTIO

e e S ]

NAL CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
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State Standards and Frameworks Supporting the
Implementation of Social, Emotional Character
Development

Kansas is a leader in sacial-emotional and Aligned with the Kansas SECD Standards are
character development and was the first the Kansans Can Competencies, a framework
state to develop SECD standards. These currently designed for micdle and high
standards where unanimously approved by school students. For a full list of Kansas SECD
the State Board in July 2018. Kansas SECD standards, and for more information on
Standards focus on three essential strands - frameworks, visit the Kansas State

character development, personal skills Department of Education (KSDE) website at
development, and sacial skills development. https://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=482

Character .
Development

= Core principles

: “ « Responsibie é‘
decision-making and :

problem-solving

leadership

wmpathy

1.2
g: et care
e

gty confiict resolution
ity networking

o LA nonverbel
Seil-Mrvarehess o o e

Kansas socisl aliquetts

Social-Emotional
Character
Development
Education Standards

oral
communication

Personal Skills
Development
L
| *Selfinanagement -

Kansans Can Competencies. Gaumer Erickson &

Noonan, 2013, http://www.cccframework.org
Kansas State Department of Education SECD Framework

For more information, contact:

Kent Reed

Education Program Consultant- School Counseling

Career Standard and Assessment Services Kansas State Department of Education
(785) 296-8109 7K 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
kreed@ksde.org Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212

= ) www.ksde.org/
Shanna Bigler
Education Program Consultant- Mental Health ( The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on

Special Education and Title Services the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its
rograms and activities and provides equal access to any grou
(785) 296-4941 i etk i

officially affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America and other

sbigler@ksde.org KG n S O n S designated youth groups. The following person has been designated
to handle inguiries regarcing the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE
AN General Counsel, Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State
Dr. Brad Neuenswander Office Building, 900 5.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785)
Deputy Commissioner 296-3201.

Department of Learning Services
(785) 296-2303




College and Career Competency Wheel

adaptability
initiative

perseverance assertiveness

self-regulation teamwork

empathy
self-care
networking

social awareness

conflict management

communication
(verbal, written, nonverbal)

~ time management

problem solving learning schema

content/technical

*The competencies
have a base of evidence
demonstrating positive impacts

cog n itive onin-school and post-school success.
e & Career Competency

© 2013 Amy Gaumer Erickson and Patricia Noonan
_ o Coll
For more information, visit: 7 FRAMEWORK

CCCFramework.org




