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On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Equus Beds Groundwater Management District No. 2, 
I wish to thank Chairman Kerschen and members of the Committee for the opportunity to 
provide testimony supporting Senate Bill 194. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The Equus Beds Aquifer is the sole-source of fresh and usable groundwater for industrial, municipal, and 
irrigation uses throughout South Central Kansas.  Over 2,000 permitted water wells and points of diversion 
withdraw an average of approximately 58 billion gallons of groundwater from the aquifer annually. 

Over 550,000 people, or approximately 20 percent of the entire state’s population, in Harvey, 
Sedgwick, McPherson and Reno counties rely on the aquifer for drinking water and other daily 
needs.  Additionally, over 100,000 acres are irrigated using groundwater from the Equus Beds 
aquifer.  The aquifer also supplies water for the area’s livestock production, businesses, 
industries, and recreational activities.  Certainly, the area’s economy and way of life would be 
quite different without the aquifer’s continued source of fresh and useable water. 

To manage and protect this valuable water resource from depletion and contamination, the 
Equus Beds Groundwater Management District was created in 1975 by local people 
representing municipal, agricultural, industrial and domestic water users.  An aquifer 
management program was developed and adopted by the Board of Directors, Equus Beds 
Groundwater Management District.  The District limits new groundwater withdrawals or 
diversions to annual recharge and seeks to maintain the natural water quality of the aquifer 
through protection and remediation. The Equus Beds Groundwater Management District is the 
easternmost groundwater management district in the state and covers the eastern extent of the 
High Plains Aquifer in Kansas, as shown below. 

Kansas Groundwater Management Districts 
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The Equus Beds Groundwater Management District does not receive any state funds and is 
funded locally by a special assessment on water users and landowners in the District.  The 
water assessment is capped by law at $1.00 per acre-foot for in-district users and $1.50 per 
acre-foot for out of district users.  The land assessment is capped at $0.05 per acre on 40 or 
more contiguous acres not located within a city.  The District’s FY2017 assessment rates are 
set at $1.00 per acre-foot and $0.05 per acre.  These assessments will generate only 
approximately $350,000 annually to operate the District and do not generate enough money to 
properly operate the District’s current programs, projects, and customer service activities.  The 
District has been able to delay requesting an assessment cap increase by using carry-over 
funds that were available from several previous years’ budgets being under spent, due in large 
part to staff shortages and deferred maintenance on equipment and facilities. 

SB 194 seeks to revise a 15-year old law and increase the statutory assessment caps.  The water 
assessment cap was last raised by approved legislation in 2002 and the land assessment cap was 
not changed at that time.  SB 194 also would give each groundwater management district board the 
authority to accept or not accept verified claims on an annual basis.  The acceptance of verified 
claims for the 2015 water use year reduced potential revenue in the Equus Beds District by over 
$82,000.  Compared to the other groundwater management districts, the Equus Beds Groundwater 
Management District is the smallest in size and amount of water used.  As a result, the District has 
the smallest revenue base and must assess water users at a higher rate than other districts to 
generate enough revenue for the Districts’ annual operating budget.  SB 194 will provide the Equus 
Beds District with the ability to generate adequate revenue to properly manage and preserve this vital 
aquifer.   

In addition to maintaining the Districts’ current level of aquifer management projects, programs and 
customer service activities, the legislation would allow the District the ability to generate funds for 
projects in the District identified in the Vision for the Future of Water in Kansas and the goals and 
action items identified by the Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee.  The projects include 
additional modeling of the Equus Beds Aquifer to insure long-term sustainability, as well as 
groundwater contamination modeling and remediation.  The District has the staff and expertise in 
these matters and is the natural leader for these efforts.  However, revenue restrictions imposed by 
the current assessment caps will restrict the District’s ability to assist and cooperate in these projects. 

If SB 194 is not successful, the District will be forced in the near future to eliminate a number of 
groundwater management and monitoring programs, public education activities and customer 
services. The elimination of such programs, activities and services will place the aquifer at risk and 
reduce the District’s service to District water users, landowners, and the public. 

The Equus Beds Groundwater Management District nine-member Board of Directors collectively 
represents the water users and landowners in the District.  The Board currently consists of agriculture 
irrigation, municipal, and industrial water users who either pay assessments or represent an entity 
that does.  At the January 31, 2017, District Board of Directors’ meeting, the Board unanimously 
approved moving forward with the bill language currently found in SB 194.  The District Board 
annually adopts a budget and sets the assessment rates at a public hearing to fund the budget.  The 
District Board is quite simply asking for the ability to assess the District members they represent, 
including themselves or the entity they represent, at a higher rate if needed to manage and protect 
the Equus Beds Aquifer.  The District urges the Committee to pass SB 194 favorably. 

Thank you Chairman Kerschen and Committee members for the opportunity to testify in support 
of SB 194. 


