Senate Education Committee
February 18, 2013
SB 128

Senator Steve Abrams and Members of the Senate Education Committee:

Topeka Public Schools USD 501 is supportive of Senate Bill No. 128 concerning the
career technical education incentive program. The amendment in Section 1(b)(1)
indicating a pupil who graduates from a high school in the school district having
obtained an industry-recognized credential either prior to graduation from high schoo/
or by December 31 immediately following graduation from high school...” is beneficial
for students who complete a program in May and also graduate in May but may not be
eligible to complete the industry assessment until June.

An example this amendment would be beneficial: A student must complete the required
coursework, clinical, and meet attendance requirement to be eligible to sit for the state
Certified Nurse Aide Assessment. The paperwork must be submitted and a student is
provided dates to take the assessment, usually in June. The industry certification is not
granted until they have completed the state assessment which under the current
guidelines, the district would not receive the CTE program incentive. With the proposed
amendment, the district would be eligible to receive the incentive.

Respectfully Submitted,

Eileen Caspers

Director of School & Career Programs
Topeka Public Schools
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