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October 1 0, 2013

' ; ';MEMORANDUM TO Robert G Bethell Jomt Commrttee on HCBS and KanCare Oversrght

'.f.::_.:"'_FROM Mrke Hammond Executrve Drrector »

- . RE PR fi‘ Testrmony Recewed from KNASW and KPA

sl -.‘Thrs week the Commlttee heard testrmony from the Kansas-Natronal Assocra’tton of Socral Workers
';.:(KNASW) and the Kansas. Psychologtcal Assaciation {KPA) about a “KanCare teimbursement | lssue ’ l
3 'wanted to provrde follow up to the Commrttee to provrde another pomt of view. and clanflcatton

o The ISSUe KNASW and KPA presented on |s not a result of KanCare nor. Is rt & KanCare rermbursement
;O tssue per se,- ifis an. attempt to negate all aspects of the addlctton counsetor Ircensure act and- the work- of
- 5 thé Kansas: tegrslature just three years ago by allcwmg anyone lrcensed by the- Behavroral Scienees, .- .
L :”_-,Regulatory Boaid (BSRB) o prowde substance abuse traafimerit servicés and recewe rermbursement for -
"¢ . such service. This issiie Was. most recently thoroughly debated during- the 2013 Leglslature viaSB 217,
. which WasTiot acted.on at the Corfimitte& levei, ‘The Hieart of the issue for us'is protecting the estabhshed
i - levelof competency for- those provndlng alcohol and drug freatment serytces so that the citizens of Kansas e
e do not recerve a lower standard of care. and put at rlsk the qualrty of care provrded and- reoerved s .' SR
- "It lS rmportant that you know substance abuse serwces are spectahzed/dttferent enough from tradltronal
'3mental health counselmg that the ‘extra training,’ supervrsed experience and licensure-is Warranted That
R recognttlon by.the BSRB is tie. Iong standrng basis for-a separdte certrﬂcatronlhcense for alcohol/drug
SN provrders being. estabhshed Nearly every State requires alcohol and drUQ counselors to'meet oertam
+- 7 competency’s standards to prowde chnlcal services.tor mdwrduals recetvrng care. These standards are”
i -'_*'estabhshed by State Eoards or.other- deegnated State authonttes “Thie-certification boards are authorrzed
"7 to-Bxaming aid cert|fy all drug and alcofiol counselors and professronals for entry into the alcohol and drug
‘jcounselmg profession;, provide: professronal competency staridards that promote excellénce in.care,*
-appropriate edvcation, and cliriical. trammg of counselors; and assrst counsetors in providing qualtty
- traatrment services, Graduate tralnlng in‘social work is-ot any more. ngorous than fraining programs ln S
. clinical psychology, Corhmunity-colinseling, marriagé arid family therapy, etc...arid'nane of those. . - SRR
;_,-"-j".d|scrphnes routrnely make substance abUSe treatment a tocus of therr COre, curnculum g e s

san .-':_'-’"‘The ;ourney to the creatton of the Addtctron Ceunselor Llcensure has been Iong and hard fought For the PUERTESA
A Past three years the Assocratron has supported the Legrslature in the- creatron of the Addrctlon Counselor S

- i':.l ’P_. a"'g e

Robert G. (Bob) Bethell Joint Committee
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| censure Act Now barety two years later ofie rnterest group rs attemptrng to undue atl your work and
: opardrze the quatrty of sewlces to consumers |n the process N R

;The CMHC system employs many very good soclat workers The KE)ADS mqurres the addrtronat trcense

/as.pa

irndependent practrtroner to |dent|fy themselves as. a substance abuse treatment provrder wrthout
,'demonstratmg gven basic. knowtedge or competency in this‘area s unsound public polrcy, unviise;: and
‘présents‘a serious issug of corisumer protection; The' r‘equrrement to establish this educalion and .
ompetence was establrshed by the AAPS credentral clear backin. 1993 through Iegrslatrve actron Untrt

e Addiction. Counselor Act was passed-in: 2010, this credential was fequifed for.anyoie- (mcludrng those
.lrcensed by the: BSRB) fo work n:a, licerised taorlrty, o qualify to apply forafacility license® (whrch applies to
ind 'pendent practrtroners) or'te accéss: publrc funds for:substance-abuse treatment. This.is asrgnlftcant
scope of- practlce isSiie, and threatens todake iis back decades | wouild: thmk you, WOuId not want.a famrly N
’ ractrce MD, who is competent and legitimately licensed. physrcran performlng specralty procedures rt they :
5ot board certrf ed rn that specralty The same togrc apphes . Y .3 ,

T he.State through KDADS has to retam the authonty o strputate mrnrmum competency standards for
‘those workrng inficensed’ treatment facilifies and:for those who regeive substance use drsorder specrﬂc
fun f;tt; is common.practrce for funders ot' aIt types ot servrcesito do thrs SRNRERT

his-is about the nght care: by the nght person at the nght trme by those approprratety tramed We aren‘t

":expenencmg adcess issués indhig-arena. There'is; nothmg broken that needs fixed;- Havrng the merital- :
eatth and-substance dbuse- safety nett systems expressrng concern about the posrtrons of K NASW and s

,;KPA shoutd mdrcate thrs I8 unsound pubhc poltcy e TR : -

| am‘enc!osrng 3 copy of a romt tetter rssued by our Assocratron and the Kansas Assocratron of Addrctron
“’-Pr_otesstonals (KAAP) vorcrng support for the’ current KDADS standards tor the grantrng ot lrcenses for
ub, nee- abuse treatment programs rn Kansas i R .

, .hank you for attowrng me to share thrs rnformatron wrth you



Since 1974

Kansas Assoclation of Addctlon Profeselonala
August 30, 2013

The Honorable Sam Brownback
QGovernor of Kansas

Statehouse, 2™ Floor

Topeka, KS 66612

Dear Govermor Brownback:

We are contacting you today to voice our support for the current Kansas Department of Aging
and Disability Services (KDADS) standards for the granting of licenses for substance abuse
treatment programs in the State of Kansas.

On behalf of our two statewide organizations, the Association of Community Mental lealth
Centers of Kansas and the Kansas Association of Addiction Professionals, we represent the vast
majority of substance abuse treatment providers in Kansas and our organizations are strongly
supportive of KDADS policy that ensures the public is protected by having strict treatment
standards.

Your office mhay be hearing from critics of the administration and KDADS policy regarding
licensed substance abuse treatment facilities. The Legislature and professionals in the substance
abuse treatment field have heard these arguments many {imes and the Legislature has rejected the
critics” arguments, We urge your administration to remain steadfast in upholding the strongest
licensing requirements for substance abuse treatment facilities.

Over the years, the Departiment of Social and Rehabilitation Services (SRS), then KDADS have
both required standards on agencies that provide substance abuse treatment services to ensure
public funds are used to provide services from professionals with education, training, and
demonstrated competence in providing treatment in the substance abuse field. The KDADS
licensing standards continue to uphold those standards.

Our organizations have chosen to communicaie with you and Secretary Sullivan on behalf of our
respective organizations rather than flood your offices with mass-gencrated letters [rom our
members, We trust you will acknowledge that thousands of substance abuse treatment
professionals stand behind our etforts to support KDADS current policy and urge you to remain
firm in the Administration’s current policy and prevent any effort to weaken the professional
standards currently in place.




We both make ourselves available at your convenience to provide any additional information
you may feel is necessary. We will certainly contact you again in the future on this issue if the
circumstances change. We look forward to continuing to working in great cooperation with your
office and Secretary Sullivan on behalf of Kansans in need of substance abuse treatment
services.

Respectfully,

Dulcinea Rakestraw Michael J. Hammdnd, MSM

President, Executive Director

Kansas Association of The Association of Community Mental
Addiction Professionals, Centers of Kansas, Inc.
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