
Presentation to the  

House Committee on Children and Seniors 

February 7, 2013 

1 

Kansas Children's Service League    

February 7, 2013 



 All types of abuse and neglect of a child 
under the age of 18 by a parent, caregiver, 
or another person in a custodial role that 
results in  harm, potential for harm, or 
threat of harm to a child, including: 

o Physical abuse 

o Sexual abuse 

o Emotional abuse 

oNeglect 
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2012 Kansas Data: 

 

Substantiated  for child abuse 

and neglect:   

 1,916 (5% increase) 

 

Screened in for Investigation:   

 33,989 (10% increase) 

 

Reports:  64,129 (6% increase) 

 

 

 



 
o Recent research focuses on Adverse 

Childhood Experiences (ACEs), which include 
abuse and neglect as well as other circumstances 
and events that affect children adversely. 

o The childhood trauma stemming from early 
adversity has a profound impact on social 
connections, school readiness, and the 
increased likelihood of developing negative 
health behaviors that can lead to disease and 
early death.  
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 Physical abuse 
 

 Emotional abuse 
 

 Sexual abuse 
 

 An alcohol and/or drug abuser in the  
household 
 

 An incarcerated household member 
 

 Someone who is chronically depressed,  
mentally ill, institutionalized, or suicidal 
 

 Mother is treated violently 
 

 One or no parents 
 

 Emotional or physical neglect 

 
 

 



  Of the 17,000 HMO Members ~  
  Household Dysfunction: 
 Substance abuse            27% 
 Parental sep/divorce                     23% 
 Mental illness                        17% 
 Battered mother            13% 
 Criminal behavior                          6% 
  Abuse: 
   Psychological                                  11% 
    Physical            28% 
    Sexual                        21% 
  Neglect: 
    Emotional                                       15% 
    Physical                                          10% 

      
Adverse Childhood Experiences are Common 
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Non-Fatal Child Maltreatment has an average lifetime cost 

of $210,012 per victim (per CDC 2012) 
 
   $32,648 Childhood Health Care  
   $10,530 Adult Health Care 
   $144,360 Work Productivity Losses 
   $7,728 Child Welfare 
   $6,747 Criminal Justice 
   $7,999 Special Education    
 Compare to the lifetime costs of Type II Diabetes @ $181,000 
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o In SFY 2011 – Kansans spent $139 million on Foster 
Care (5,015 children/month) or $27,000/year/child 
or $74/day/child 

o KCSL’s Healthy Families America costs $6,000 per 
year/family or $15/day 

o  ROI: Every $1 spent on prevention 

       saves $7 on more costly services 

       later (Perry Preschool Study)  
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• Before problems emerge 

• Before age 3 for the best results 
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Early 
investments 
that support 
quality early 
childhood 
development 
have lifelong 
benefits 

If families and caregivers can 

provide quality early childhood 

development, then children will 

start school ready to learn 

If children start school ready to learn, 

they are more likely to read at grade 

level by 3rd grade 

If children read at grade level 

by 3rd grade they are more 

likely to graduate from high 

school 

If children graduate from high 

school, they are more likely to 

go on to higher education and/or 

enter the job market as a tax 

paying citizen 

Employable, tax-paying 

citizens are critical to a 

vital economy 
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When risk factors accumulate  

and outweigh protective factors, negative 

outcomes, such as child maltreatment are 

more likely to occur. 
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 Protective factors 

o Increase 
likelihood of 
positive 
outcomes 
occurring 

 Risk Factors 

o Decrease 
likelihood of 
positive 
outcomes 
occurring 



    Child abuse and neglect occur in all segments of our 
society, but the risk factors are greater in families 
where parents:  

o Seem to be having economic, housing or personal 
problems  

o Are isolated from their family or community  

o Have difficulty controlling anger or stress  

o Are dealing with physical or mental health issues  

o Abuse alcohol or drugs  

o Appear uninterested in the care, nourishment or safety 
of their children  
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o Parental Resilience 

o Social Connections 

o Knowledge of Parenting and Child Development 

o Concrete Support in Times of Need 

o Nurturing and Attachment 
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 Provide families with the supports and 
services they need to develop safe, 
secure, nurturing relationships, be self-
sufficient, and parent their children well 
at home. 
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Program Strategies That: 
 

•Facilitate friendships and   
mutual support 
•Strengthen parenting 
•Respond to family crises 
•Link families to services and 
opportunities 
•Value and support parents 
•Facilitate children’s social and 
emotional development 
•Observe and respond to early 
warning signs of child abuse or 
neglect 

 

Parental Resilience 

Social Connections 

Knowledge of Parenting 
& Child Development 

Concrete supports in 
times of need 

Nurturing and 
Attachment 

Child Abuse 
and 

Neglect 
Prevention 

Increase Protective 
Factors: 

and result in: 
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o Raise awareness and commitment to support 
safe, secure, nurturing relationships and 
prevent child maltreatment 

 

o Use data to inform actions 
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 Create a context for healthy children and 
families through  

 norms of shared responsibility for children,  

 support for the availability of parenting 
programs and acceptable parenting 
behaviors, and  

 implementation of evidence-based 
programs for parents and caregivers 
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 Create a context for healthy children and 
families by 

o identifying policies that positively impact 
the lives of children and families in your 
community 

o providing decision-makers and community 
leaders with information on the benefits of 
evidence-based strategies and rigorous 
evaluation 
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 http://www/preventchildabuse.org/index.shtml 

 http://www.cdc.gov/prc/ 

 http://www.acestudy.org 

 http://www.preventioninstitute.org/about-us.html 
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