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77-551. Hearing of state agencies; presiding officer.  (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), in all

hearings of any state agency that are required to be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Kansas
administrative procedure act, the presiding officer shall be the agency head, one or more members of the agency
head or a presiding officer assigned by the office of administrative hearings.

(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the employment security law, pursuant to K.S.A. 44-701 et
seq., and amendments thereto or article 5 of chapter 44 and amendments thereto, except K.S.A. 44-532 and 44-
5,120, and amendments thereto, concerning the workers compensation act.

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (a) the agency head or one or more members of the agency head who will
serve as a presiding officer may designate any other person to serve as a presiding officer to determine procedural
matters that may arise prior to the hearing on the merits, including but not limited to conducting prehearing
conferences pursuant to K.S.A. 77-516 and 77-517, and amendments thereto.

History: L. 1997, ch. 182, § 90; L. 2004, ch. 145, § 42; L. 2009, ch. 109, § 22; July 1.
Revisor's Note:

Section was also amended by L. 2004, ch. 145, § 43, but that version was repealed by L. 2009, ch. 109, § 29.


