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Today’s Thoughts - More Than A Map –  

Connecting People, Places and Policy 

 

• Data and Information Management 

• Information in context 

– Top issues 

• GIS  as a powerful tool 

– for Decision Makers 

– for everyday activities 

– Ever increasing public participation 

• Information Integration – Not an option but a necessity 

– Cross-boundary Collaboration, Planning, Modeling, Action 

– Increasing presence on the Web 
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Potential Water Supply Conflicts by 2025 

water availability 

and seasonal stress 

will lead to greater 

competition among 

agricultural, urban, 

industrial, and 

ecosystem water 

needs  
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The Data 

Deluge 
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Too Much Data 

When Is “Good Enough” Good Enough 



Natural Resources 

• Highways  

• Transit  

• Accident Analysis 

• Water Conveyances 

• IT Networks 

• Water Resources 

• Pollution 

 

• Land Use   

• Conservation 

• Water 

Transportation 
Infrastructure 

• Business Locations 

• Open Land 

• Demographics 

 

Education 

Environment 

• Health Providers 

• Surveillance 

• Family Services 

 

 Health, Soc.Services 

Emergency Mgmt. 

 

• Fire 

• Flooding 

• Hazardous Mat. 

  

• Roads 

• Parcels 

• Natural  

Resources 

• Census        

• Utilities 

• Topography 

• Air Photos 
 

Public Access 

The Vision:  Using Place As A Framework to 

Integrate Information  

• School Types 

• Success 

• Facilities 

• Demographics 

 

Economy 



Typical Top 10 (or so) Issues 

Everything we do is somewhere – and affects something else   

• The Budget – Crunch is an 

Understatement 

• Health Care 

–The aging population 

–Health Reform, Medicaid 

• Economy, Jobs, 

Competitiveness, Recovery 

• Education 

– K-12 Funding, Standards 

– Higher Ed, Access, Cost 

 

• Energy/Environment – Cost, 

Alternatives 

• Disasters, Weather  (Fire, 

Drought, Tornado 

• Transportation/Infrastructure 

• Local Government Funding 

• Public Safety – Corrections, 

juvenile justice 

• Broadband Coverage 
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Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Tenth District 

Kansas Gov Geringer 01-17-2012 



Kansas Gov Geringer 01-17-2012 



Kansas Budget Report 2013 – Gov Brownback 
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Roadmap for Kansas:   Report Card 

• Increase in net personal income 

• Increase in private sector employment 

• Increase in the percentage of 4th graders reading at 

grade level 

• Increase in the percentage of high school graduates who 

are college or career ready 

• Decrease in the percentage of Kansas’ children who live 

in poverty 

 



BigTicket Areas in the Budget 

• Education 

• Health 

• Family Services 

• Corrections and Public Safety 

 

• Typically these four receive 85% t0 95% of the General 

Fund allocations 



Map of Diabetes Rates by County 



Gov’t Transparency, Accountability & Citizen Engagement 

State  

Budget 

Maryland 

Florida 

Job Creation United States 

eServices  

Stimulus Funding 

Recovery.gov 

Ireland 

Government Portals 

Lombardy, Italy 

Data.gov, USA 

Geodata.gov 

E 311 

New Jersey 

Lithuania 

School Evaluation 

Abu Dhabi 



People Are More Involved: Crowd Sourcing & Social Media 

Creating New Sources of Information and Interaction 

. . . Creating New Opportunities & Challenges 

Situation 

Awareness 

Analysis 

Community 

Awareness 

• Texting 

• E-mail 

• Twitter 

• Browser 

 

 

Twitter  

Social Media 

Volunteered 

Geographic 

Information (VGI) 

Enriching eGov Systems with 

Diverse Observations, 

Perceptions & Opinions 



The Smart Phone As A Sensor, as Volunteer Generated 

Information  
The Game Changer 
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Using Geography to Advance the 

Business of the Legislature  

. . . As a Framework For Strategic Thinking 

• The power of place to support decision-makers 

• The power of Geographic Information Systems to 

integrate data from various sources  

•Understanding interrelationships 

• Model and determine priorities, allocate resources 

•It’s not about technology – it’s about solutions 



State & Local Fiscal Outlook 

• Austere budgets for at least the next several 

years 

•  Health and education will continue to have 

the greatest impact on state finances 

•  Tough competition for state general funds, 

less share with local governments 

•  Demand for performance and results 

•  Opportunity to transform service delivery 

• Citizen engagement to self-deliver services 
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Education 

Civil War  

Educational Mapping 

Blue Raster 

Student Demographic and Income Profile 

Davis Demographics 

Campus Facilities Assessment 

R & K Engineering 

School Bus Routing 

US Computing, Inc 

National Center for 

Education Statistics 
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http://www.edweek.org/media/ew/dc/2006/usmap_districts.pdf 
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High School Graduation Rates for Districts in 

Kansas 2003-04 

Source:  Education Week, EPE Research Center 
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Kansas City 

KS             MO 

http://maps.edweek.org 
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No Child Left Behind 

State of Michigan Governors’ Initiative: 

Children’s Action Network (CAN) 

 



Alabama Resource Management System 

Network of Agencies 
and Communities 
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• Know what is available 

• Know where to get it 

• See the big picture 

http://www.arms.alabama.gov/ 



Emergency Management 

Hazardous Incident Simulation and Management 

Complete Plant Solutions 

Flood Response 

Dewberry 

Fire Simulation 

GCS Research 

Flood Evacuation Routing 

E.Sponder 

EMS Response Time 

geographIT 

Response in Haiti 
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Assessment – Natural Hazards - 

potential 100 year flood event.  
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Assessment – Technological Hazards-

Transportation  Corridors for Hazardous Materials 

Hazmat Storage sites 
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Assessment – All Hazards 
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Assessment – Values 



Assessment – Overall Value Exposure 
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Hazards Exposure Modeling 
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Data Management – Operationalize Plans 
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It all comes down to usability  

• A big report is impressive but is likely to be 

difficult to use and tedious to evaluate 

• Legislators and other People want actionable 

graphics, not just data tables 

• Be sure the information is understandable – 

would your mother be able to understand it? 

• The biggest challenge of all is not always 

technology - it may be people and processes - 

fragmentation 
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GIS for Decision Support 
 – Solving Problems 
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Thanks! 
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