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Date

MINUTES OF THE HOUSE ETHICS AND ELECTIONS COMMITTEE:

The special meeting was called to order by Chairperson Representative Tony Powdll at 12:10 p.m. on February
22, 2001 in Room 521-S of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Representative Jm Morrison, Excused
Representative Cindy Hermes, Excused

Committee staff present: Theresa Kiernan, Revisor
Dennis Hodgins, Research
Shirley Weideman, Secretary

Conferees gppearing before the committee None
Others attending: See attached list

Chairman Powell directed the committee’ s attention to HB 2490 for discussion and findl action.

Chair Powell has aproposa before the committee to amend HB 2490. He said it would 1)creste anew de
minimis rule for food and gifts of $10 or less which would be indexed for inflation, 2)eliminate the ditinction
between snacks and medls, 3)provide exemptions for certain events which would be defined, 4)continue the
current exemptions for the entire legidature and politica party caucuses, 4)bring the executive branch under the
same rules asthe Legidature, with the exception that each eected executive branch officid shdl have theright to
issue their own policies to make them more stringent and 5)cregte a new pay commission for the Legidature and
executive officers. He dso indicated that the new pay commission would meet thisyear and it's
recommendations would take effect January 1, 2002. Chair Powell said the commission shall be made up of nine
persons, four from the Legidature to be sdlected; one each by the President, Spesker and Minority Leaders; the
other five to be sdected; one by the Governor, one by the attorney Genera, one by the Secretary of State, one
by the State Treasurer and one by the Insurance Commissioner. He added that any legidator or executive officer
shdl have theright to individudly decline any pay increase. (attachment #1)

Representative Alldritt moved to adopt the substitute bill for HB 2490. Representative Powers seconded the
motion. The motion passed.

Representative Ray moved to have the de minimis amount raised to $15 for food and gifts. Representative
Mayans seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Representative Alldritt moved a conceptual amendment to HB 2490 to have the new pay commisson
appointed by April 2, 2001, meet and make a_recommendation by June 1, 2001 and the recommendation of the
pay commission to go into effect July 1, 2001. The motion was seconded by Representative Gilbert. The

motion passed.

Representative Findley moved an amendment to HB 2490 that would have the pay commission be
recondtituted at |east once every seven years. Representative Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Representative Powers moved that Sub for HB 2490 be reported favorable for passage. Representative
Alldritt seconded the motion. The motion passed.

The committee was adjourned at 12:30 pm. The next scheduled meeting is February 28, 2001.
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